Nick Boulos enjoys a
Caribbean break with
adifference in Cuba's
; lancing at my watch, | decided thae
Llam was not too eatly for the first
drink of the day. After all, this wasn't
¥ just any old drink i asry old bar in
ayold ony
| was at the rooftop bar of the Hotel
‘Ambos Mundos in the heart of Havanak
Ofd Town ~ formerty Ernest Hemingway s
residence. It was here that the bterary giant
wrote For Wi Tive Bell Tolls. And like him,
:m&ndmgamdmdyhdlh

; s trademark tipple - a mojita.
Now enjoyed all over the world, this rum
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N« e : Cuba by the United States, the city is lifted to soak up the grand surroundings and lively
- > strasght from the 1950%. strect music.
> ' \ Battered and rusty Chevrolet cassrumble  The next day, 1 was on 4 maission to educate
‘ . 2 A down wide avenues lined with the most myself o0 Cuba'’s eventhial, fascinating and
< PASA ¢ ”~ beautiful colonial baildings that are bloody histary. And there’s only one place to
= = ~ waa g crumbling from decades of decay and do that - the Museum of the Revolution.
| _ A . neghect. Despite all the wear and tear, Housed in the former presidential palace, the
- g A ] i Havana oores an undenstated glamour extensive exhibits reveal all about the
4 other cities can oaly dream of revolution led by Fidel Castro and Che
- " - The most arresting part of the city is Guevara. Determined o oust dictator Batista
- Havana Vieja, the old town of grand squares  in the 1950, the band of men famoasly
~ and marrow alleys; it was founded by the changed Cuba’s history forever and paved
Spanksh in 1519 and later named 2 Unesco ﬁo'nyhddndidu'.
Wodd Heritage Site. Around 900 buikdings there's one thing more recognisable
here have significant hastorical impoetance.  about Cusba than Castro, it's cigars. The Real
But Hemingway wasn't the oaly big shot Later [ reached Plaza de Armas. Fabrca de Tabacos factary in Havana,
be left spefibound by Cuba’s infectious the small park of royal paims and book stalls  a tall red building the great domed
masphere, Christopher Coluambus HAVANA 15 AN sre museurms, casthes, palaces and a unique  Capitol Building, is the coantry's oldest
INTONCATING CITY cobbletlwoo&::na.l'-wh ndm:. : ‘::,Madq
nan eyes’ and be had a pomt. U 10 stop ressdents being woken by the noisy 2 thick cigar, showead us arund. Thousands
 Despite the early hour, the bar was brzing, LGSO sounds of horses trottmg by. of brown, withered but surp
y foet tapped to the live sabsa quartet playing, THE MODERN Havana Viefak ploce de resistance i, clasticated tobacco beaves sat in barge piles
stiff breeze rustied my hatr as | sipped my WORLD. 1115 arguabally, Plaza de s Cathedral, one of five mz(whdemdud.nﬁh
and down at the buildings, the = main squares across the city. Dominated terms of colous, size, texture and strength.
m-:;:.unum LIFTED STRAIGHT byunmmc-::da.sm umn-m:umdhn-m
Havasa, o La Habana as it's known 2RO Cristobel de la Habana, regarded by many rolled into cigars by hundreds of workers
is one of the workd's greatest and as the finest example of Cubun Baroque wearing red polo shiirts. A voice boomed
ost intonscating cities. Almost untouched architecture, the square is simply charming,  from a speaker in the comer, its soarce sat at
the modern world, largely due to the Tables from cafés spill out anto the cobbled 2 podium at one end of the Large hall, Every

courtyard. It’s the perfect place from which  afternoon 2 novel is read and played >



Ten things you must
do in Havana

| Discover more about Cuba's
turbulent history at the Museum of

the Revolutionary, housed in the
former Cuban

A Cubsan dancer and munician performm Vieja, the city's most fascinating
throughout the factory to neighbourhood that is lined
entertan the stafl with amazing architecture.

All too soon it was time to Jeave
Havana for the colonial towns, | Stroll along the Malecon,

Floridita. Having first opened its

open
1S1%9and is
the birthplace
of the
daiquiri.

itinerary. Prices start from ' Relax on the white-sand beaches
(B60pp (based on two of Playas del Este, only a short £
sharing). Flights from London  distance from the city. :
cost from £625 return with !
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Air Europa (0871 4230717, 1 Visit the old military forts
wwwalreuropa.com). across the bay for grand dity views.



